The Khairwar tribe of India is dwindling due to infertility and migration. The study investigates an extensive infertility problem among Khairwar and non-Khairwar tribes in the same geographical area. The objective of the study was to determine for the first time the prevalence of infertility in these two tribal groups.
Introduction
Infertility is a global health issue, affecting approximately 8-10% of couples worldwide 1, 2 . In some societies of SubSaharan Africa (known as the 'infertility belt') one-third of all couples are unable to conceive during their reproductive lives 3 . The 1981 census of India estimated infertility to be in the range of 4-6% 4 . A global review of infertility from the Infertility is not merely a health problem, it is also a matter of social injustice and inequality. Tribal populations in India have high levels of morbidity arising from poor nutrition, and coupled with high infant, child and maternal mortality, and they also have low levels of literacy 7, 8 .
In India, there are 427 tribal groups comprising 8% of the total population 9 . The tribes are isolated, socially undeveloped, economically disadvantaged and mainly confined to hilly and densely forested areas 8, 9 . Madhya Due to the small study population, primary and secondary infertility have been analysed together.
Results

The prevalence of infertility
The prevalence of infertility among Khairwars and nonKhairwars in the study area is shown ( Table 1 
Infertility and wife's age and duration of marriage
The average age of infertile Khairwar women was 31 years and 27 years for non-Khairwar women (p<0.05).
The average age at marriage was 16.3 years for Khairwars and 16.2 years for non-Khairwar women.
The average duration of marriage of infertile Khairwar women was 14.9 years, significantly greater than the mean marriage duration of 11.1 years for infertile non-Khairwar women.
Infertility, education and occupation
The data in Tables 2 and 3 demonstrate that while infertile women in this region are more likely to be illiterate and employed in agriculture, this merely represents the overall population norms for both Khairwar and non-Khairwar women.
Discussion
The study was undertaken to gain insight into the problem of infertility in the Khairwar tribe. Our study explored the possible association between prevalence of female infertility and some selected socio-economic variables. The observed infertility among Khairwar women was 7.2%, a higher incidence than among non-Khairwar women.
Tribal communities are vulnerable because they are isolated from mainstream resources; and this community does not have easy access to the Indian health delivery system.
However the Khairwars do not appear interested in seeking this assistance. Instead, they believe in local traditional healers (gunias).
Childless women are particularly vulnerable in their old age 
Conclusions
The prevalence of infertility among Khairwars was higher than that among non-Khairwars. Social, cultural and economic factors continue to inhibit tribal women from gaining adequate access to the health delivery system.
Further study is needed to determine the causes of tribal infertility and to identify interventions.
Infertile women (%) n = 33
Overall rates of occupation in population (%) n = 232 
Occupation of women
